An emerging tick and disease threat to Canadian cattle
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The Asian longhorned tick is a small, reddish-brown tick that has spread across many U.S. states since
2017. The tick has not been found in Canada as of November 2025. In October 2025, an imported
dairy cow tested positive for bovine theileriosis, a disease caused by the parasite Theileria orientalis
Ikeda, which can be spread by the Asian longhorned tick. Female ticks reproduce without mating, so
one tick can start a new population. Theileriosis is an immediately notifiable disease in Canada.
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Produced by Animal Health Canada in collaboration with the Canadian Animal Health Surveillance System (CAHSS) Longhorned Tick Task Force
to raise awareness about the presence and potential risks of the Asian longhorned tick and Theileria orientalis Ikeda (November 2025)
For resources or support, contact info@animalhealthcanada.ca or visit www.cahss.ca
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